Houston Federation of Garden Clubs
Monthly Meeting

February 12, 2010

President Betty Schoolar called the meeting to order at 10:25 am, welcoming everyone to the first meeting of the new year.  (Last month’s meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather.)
The first order of business was the Thought for the Day and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by Mickey Sanders.  Mickey reminded everyone that there is a recurring theme in her choice of quotes each month. Everyone is eligible to guess the correct answer and participate in the drawing at the end of the year.

The next business was to welcome the guests.  Pat Spiller, standing in for Vada deJongh, was then asked to introduce all of the Zone 2 Clubs who provided the refreshments and the centerpiece which was donated to the drawing at the end of the meeting. 

The next order of business was to appoint Ann Gay, Bonnie Stiedley and Corrie Ten-Have to the committee for approval of the minutes of this meeting.  All three members accepted the appointment.

Then, with no objection, Betty Schoolar suspended the usual order of business and asked Program Chairman Christine Morrison to introduce our speaker. – Andrew Sanson and his program for the day, “Challenges to Land and Water Conservation in Texas.”  Mr. Sanson gave an informative and very interesting program about the history, current  and projected future of what is going on concerning the conservation efforts of Texas land and water.
Betty resumed the business in order, with the Presidents Report.

She thanked everyone for coming, in spite of the earlier prediction of sleet in Houston for today. 

She informed the members that this week it had been brought to her attention there were 3 errors in the Directory regarding the meeting dates for the months of February, March and April.  The correct dates are Friday, March 12 and Friday, April 9. These corrections have been posted on our website.

Federation celebrated Arbor Day the previous Monday, February 8th at the VA Hospital.  Far Corners Garden Study Club, four members of a local chapter of the DAR and District IV participated in the ceremony of planting a cedar elm near the Fisher House.

The “Art in Nature:  A Show” program for April is in need of many more participants.  So far Christine has received 5 registrations.  Please stretch your imagination and challenge yourselves to join us in producing a worthy art show.  Anyone who paints, sculpts, photographs, works in metal, jewelry or any other art form that portrays nature in any way, is asked to contact Christine Morrison.   
Merlene Cain has donated her collection of Bob Thomas’s Newsletters (1982 – 1996) to our library.  These books will not be allowed to leave the premises, but will be left here to be read and studied.  Betty thanked Merlene for her generous donation.
Treasurer Bunnye Baldwin was then asked to present the Financial Report.  There were no questions about the report and it will be filed for audit. 
The next order of business was the Committee Reports:
Workshops:  Pat Spiller reported that Mickey Sanders will be giving a “Know your Mechanics and How to Use Them” workshop directly after today’s meeting.  Next month will be a “New Officer’s Workshop”, and New Presidents, Treasurers and Program Chairmen are highly encouraged to attend, which will be held  after  the monthly meeting.

Flower Show School:  Mary Kay Ellis encouraged all present to fill out their registration forms and attend the Flower Show School March 24 and 25.  There has been one change, Karen Booker will replace instructor Guyneth Priem for flower show procedure. 

Pilgrimages & Tours:  Deana Roberts reported on the splendid trip to Costa Rica.  $1,300.00 was the amount donated to Houston Federation of Garden Clubs after the trip.

Design Exhibits:  Betty Jean Collier then presented the “Underwater Design” Exhibits by Merlene Cain, Ann Nette Pearce and Betty Schoolar.
Horticulture Exhibits:  The next order of business was the Horticulture Exhibits.  Sherrie Steiger and Mary Lou Hakansson gave descriptions of the specimens that members brought to share.

Plant Sales:  Irene Pawlowski reported she had already collected $93.00 and had a few remaining plants.
“Things & Such” Mary Jo Busse reported that she had collected $44.00.

Kay Veech held the drawings, including a signed book by Andrew Sanson, our speaker for the day.  
There was an announcement of Magnolia Garden Club of Beaumont’s presentation of “Starstruck”, (it’s 2010 Garden Club of America Flower Show) from 2 – 5 pm March 2nd and 9am – 3 pm March 3rd.  Of particular interest is the botanical jewelry class, which Corrie Ten-Have would like to include in our Flower Show next year.  

Betty reminded everyone that next month’s program will be “The Lore of a Challenge” in which 6 of our very creative designers will make designs using the exact same containers.  Federation members will then be asked to match the design with the designer. 

Ann Stiefel reported there were 35 Board Members and 52 members for a total of 87 present for the day.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:45. (I am guessing here)









Respectfully submitted, 








Daphne Light
