Houston Federation of Garden Clubs
Monthly Meeting

March 12, 2010

President Betty Schoolar called the meeting to order at 10:30 am.  Mickey Sanders gave the Thought for the Day followed by the Pledge to the Flag.
Betty then welcomed everyone, including guests and visitors.  Zone 4 Counselor Jody Rogers introduced the member clubs that were the hostesses for the day. The centerpiece was a floral design by Virginia Woods using an original container by Sue Perry.  Betty reminded everyone that the centerpiece would be part of the drawing at the close of the meeting, tickets are available from Kay Veech.

Betty then appointed Barbara Cox, Nell Shimek and Betty Broussard to the committee to approve the minutes of this meeting. 

Secretary Daphne Light reported that the minutes of the previous meeting have been approved as written.  The minutes can be found on our website:  www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org.

Treasurer Bunnye Baldwin gave the Financial Report.  There were no questions about the report, and it will be filed for audit.

Next business in order was the Officer’s Reports:

President Betty Schoolar announced that Jonni Almoney will no longer continue as Advertising Chairman. Jonni had agreed to continue the first year of this administration, but that year is up.  Betty asked that someone volunteer to take over this position.  There is a complete file on past advertisers, form letters and the costs for the various ad sizes listed in the directory, noting that Tea’s Nursery will no longer have the back page.  She also noted that we have a Friends of Federation page in the Directory which gives clubs and individuals an opportunity to support the printing of the Directory.  The donors are listed on page 5 and the donation categories are listed on page 22.  For example, a donation of $50.00 will have your club (or your name) listed in the Indian Paint Brush category.  These contributions greatly reduce the overall cost of the printing and are very much appreciated.
The Art Show will be held at the April Meeting.  Betty thanked all those who have responded, and it is not too late to show off your talents.  The deadline for registration is Monday, April 5. Please talk to Christine Morrison so that she can tell you about staging.

Betty also wanted to draw your attention to the fact that we maintain the planters in the foyer . We do this through a sizeable donation, an excellent project that was started under Meda Wogan.  Please take a look as you leave today. 
Lastly, Betty reminded everyone that the various chairman are beginning to prepare for next year’s activities.  If anyone has ideas for program, workshop, speaker’s list, please call and let us know.

The next business was for Pat Spiller to announce the New Officers Workshop following today’s meeting.  There are 6 people lined up to give advice to the newcomers.

Trips & Pilgrimages Chairman  Deana Roberts announced the May 19th trip to Bayou Bend and Rienzi.  The $75 fee includes transportation by coach from the Garden Center to the tour of Bayou Bend house and gardens, lunch at Ouisies Table, followed by a tour of Rienze house.  We will leave at 9:30 am and return at 4:30 pm.  Deana then passed around a sign up sheet.  $10 from every ticket sold will be donated back to Federation.
Flower Show Schools Chairman Mary Kay Ellis reminded everyone to sign up for the March 23 and 24 Schools.

Betty then noted that although Seed for Life Chairman Ann Nette Pearce was in Atlanta for the memorial service for her husband, there were several containers full of donations of seed packets in the foyer.
The next business in order was the introduction of our Speakers by Program Chairman  Christine Morrison.  Each of the following HFGC floral designers were given the same tall white container and asked to create her interpretation of “The Lore of a Challenge”.  The audience was then asked to guess which design belonged to which designer.  Betty Jean Collier, Mary Kay Ellis, Deana Roberts, Mickey Sanders, Corrie Ten-Have and Virginia Woods were the design participants. 

The next business in order was the presentation of the Horticulture Exhibits by Mary Lou Hakansson and Nancy Ayres (standing in for Sherrie Stieger).

Irene Pawlowski and Mary Anna Marchette reported $106 had been collected at the Plant Sales Table, and they still had some plants left to sell.

Mary Jo Busse still had some items at Things and Such Table. 
Kay Veech held the Drawing for a number of items culminating in the floral design by Virginia Woods using a Sue Perry original container.

Registration Ann Stiefel reported there were 32 Board Members, 64 regular members and 3 guests for a total of 99 people in attendance.

Announcements included the request to check the bulletin board, as Nassau Bay Garden Club is holding their “Spring is in Bloom” luncheon and style show on Friday March 26.  Foelber Pottery will have a “Vessel Making Workshop on Saturday, March 27, with a fee of $45.  There are a number of Flower shows in April.  Lastly, Betty will be having the Sunday Supper this Sunday for the winner of the Christmas Silent Auction.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 am. 

Respectfully submitted

Daphne Light
