Houston Federation of Garden Clubs
Monthly Meeting

May 14, 2010

President Betty Schoolar called the meeting to order at 10:30 am.  Mickey Sanders gave the Thought for the Day followed by the Pledge to the Flag. Mickey reminded everyone of her contest to find the common thread through out the year and to write their answers on the slips of paper at each place setting to be picked up later.
Betty then welcomed everyone, especially District IV Director Loraine Kuehn who has brought the awards from State. She then thanked Hospitality Chairman Janie Vance and Zone Counselor Chairman Beth Campbell for organizing the coffee and treats that we have enjoyed all year. Today they will be arranging the food and drinks for our luncheon. 
Betty then appointed Sherrie Steiger, Etta Guillot and Helen Smith to the committee to approve the minutes of this meeting. 

Secretary Daphne Light reported that the minutes of the previous meeting have been approved as written.  The minutes are on our website:  www.houstonfederationgardenclubs.org.

Treasurer Bunnye Baldwin gave the Financial Report.  There were no questions about the report, and the report will be filed for audit.

Next business in order was the Officer’s Reports:

President Betty Schoolar then thanked everyone for a very successful year.  She announced that we met our budgetary goals and had money to spare.  She appreciated the feedback from members about what was liked about this past year, as it gives her a direction to pursue.  She received an email stating how much Betty Jean Collier’s design segments were appreciated and these will be continued.
There are still several garden club and affiliate rosters that have not been turned in. 
As Trips & Pilgrimages Chairman Deana Roberts is at the NCG Convention in Atlanta, Betty reported that there is room for two more for the May 19th trip to Bayou Bend and Rienzi.  The $75.00 fee includes a tour of Bayou Bend house and gardens, lunch at Backstreet Café, a tour of Rienzi house and gardens and transportation to and from the Garden Center by coach.(leave at 9:30 am and return at 4:30pm)

Membership Chairman Mary Kay Ellis reported that she had turned in an up-to-date list of those who have renewed their individual memberships. 

The next business in order was the Committee Reports:

Directory Editor Daphne Light reported that the final date to turn in information for the Directory will be August 1st.  The price for the directories will remain the same as last year.

Betty reported for the new Advertising Chairman Margaret Sinclair that all the garden clubs are urged to advertise their events in the Directory.  Copies of the Ad forms will be available after the meeting. Friends of Federation is another way to make contributions to offset the cost of printing the Directory.  The last category “Foxglove” will change from $5.00 to unspecified amount.
Also reporting for Scholarship Chairman Margaret Sinclair, Betty reported that Federation awarded 2 scholarships this year, one to Mary Coronado of Texas A&M and the other Joel Kempfer of Texas Tech. She reminded everyone that it is from our member clubs that students are recommended for these cash awards.  The same amount will be awarded next year, divided among the total recipients chosen.

Seeds for Life Chairman Ann Nette Pearce reported that Federation donated over 2,000 seeds packets this year.  The decision was made to allow distribution of seeds to community organizations here in the United States.  Please email your local recommendations to the founders club in order to be considered next year.  Urban Harvest is now involved with all the HISD schools, and we delivered 800 seed packets to this worthwhile organization.  Please purchase vegetable and marigold or sunflower seeds, and continue to place them in the red bucket at the back of the room, along with your club’s name and the number of packets included in your donation.

Program Chairman then introduced our Speaker SJ Derby, who presented a wonderful design program using tropical flowers purchased directly from Hawaii and featuring a portion of her collection of design elements, many of which she found at the “Dump” in the Hill Country.

Following the Program, Horticulture Exhibits Chairman Sherrie Steiger and Nancy Ayres (standing in for Mary Lou Hakansson) presented the Horticulture brought by Federation members.
.   

Plant Sales Chairmen Irene Pawlowski and Mary Ann Marchette noted there were still several plants to choose from.

Things and Such Mary Jo Busse reported by she had sold $85.00 worth of coffee table books donated by Marie Poage, another book would be in the drawing today and there were more for the coming year.

Mickey Sanders then came up to announce the winner of the contest she had held all year.  There were 3 candidates and Pat Spiller’s name was picked.  Mickey announced the correct answer was that all the quotes were from females and Pat Spiller added they were all artists.

New Awards Chairman Joanne Storm and Daphne Light presented the awards for the year.

Kay Veech offered the Drawing Items, and announced that the potted plants decorating the tables were for sale at $6.00 each.

Ann Stiefel announced there had been no Registration this time.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 noon, followed by a covered dish luncheon.

Respectfully submitted

Daphne Light
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