Houston Federation of Garden Clubs

General Meeting

October 14, 2011


The meeting was called to order at 10:30am by President Deana Roberts at the Houston Garden Center.  Following a welcome greeting to all members and guests, the inspiration was given by Virginia Woods and then the Pledge of Allegiance.  Deana told everyone about the Safari Trip to Kerrville which added $1900 to our coffers and was truly a great experience for all attending.  She then welcomed all our guests and introduced Betty Broussard, Zone 1 Chairman.  This Zone provided our refreshments and Betty introduced the various clubs.

 
President Roberts appointed Mary Kay Ellis, Jonni Almoney and Joanne Storm to the committee to approve the minutes of this meeting. The minutes of the last general meeting were approved by committee  as reported  by Linda Kuper.


The treasurer's report was presented by Marcia Faschingbauer with our checkbook balance of $26,513.07.  

Officers and Chairman Reports -


President – Deana remarked about the wonderful designs that were lining the auditorium.  She also reminded everyone to visit the plants table, things n such table, and the Christmas ticket table.  President Roberts then reminded all clubs about the deadline of November 1 for applying for awards.  She also thanked Jonni Almoney for another wonderful Horticulture Bulletin in the newsletter.  


President Roberts attended the NGC Fall Board Meeting and was given rave reviews about our newsletter. She reported that the President of NGC sent Vada an email telling her the newsletter was fantastic.  She then suspended the business portion of the meeting to have our program.   Betty Schoolar introduced the program of Designing Women.  Following the program, Betty told us about the November program presented by Dr. William Welch  entitled “Heirloom Gardening: A Legacy”.


Budget and Finance – Janie Vance-- she requested the clubs to make donations for the silent auction.  There are forms in the newsletter to complete so space can be made available for all items.  She also reminded everyone about the upcoming trip to Galveston in April to see the Ike Tree Sculptures.


Membership – Daphne Light – she reminded everyone to pick up their directory.  


Education – Corrie Ten-Have – she stated that the workshop of “Beginners Designing” would begin following this meeting.   The November workshop will be growing ferns from spores given by Margaret Sinclair.


Hospitality – Marcia Randall – She requested feedback on the coffee and received positive comments.


Newsletter – Vada De Jongh – Reported that the deadline for the November issue is Oct 15.

New Business


President Roberts explained that the Reserve Fund Committee needs to have 2 new members elected at the October meeting.  The Chairman of the Committee is Jody Rogers who was appointed by Deana.  The other 2 members are Betty Schoolar and Deana Roberts.  Two additional members need to be elected from the general body.  Nominations were called for and Margaret Sinclair nominated Diane Whitaker and Corrie Ten-Have nominated Guyneth Priem.  Both ladies were approved by the general membership.


Monthly Horticulture Exhibits – Irene Pawlowski  presented the various items which were brought by members today.  Many items were brought that have survived the extensive drought over this summer.  MaryAnna Marchette could not be here because her husband had a stroke.


Registration – Beverly McDaris – she reported that we had 104 members, 33 board members and officers, 71 regular members and 10 visitors.


Monthly Plant Sales – Sandra Rigsby – she reported that we made $58.95 today.


Announcements – Margaret Sinclair reminded us that the new Designers Choice Club will have their first meeting on Oct 19th.    Heather White and Suzanne Milstead passed out awards that had not been picked up.  Mary Vacek made a plea for more red or gold Christmas balls.  Sara Chumley remined us about make donations for the Poinsettia Fund or possibly wanting to purchase them at $10 each.  Guyneth Priem reported about an upcoming trip to Panama.

 
As there was no further business, President Roberts adjourned the meeting at 12:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Kuper

Recording Secretary

_________________________      _______________________________      ____________________________

Mary Kay Ellis


    Jonni Almoney


        Joanne Storm

