Houston Federation of Garden Clubs
Monthly Meeting

October 8, 2010

President Betty Schoolar called the meeting to order at 10:28 am. She welcomed everyone present, hoping they each had a chance to shop during our social hour, purchased their tickets, or signed up for our variety of Projects and Activities including:.

· Mary Jo Busse’s Things and Such Sales Table
· Irene Pawlowski’s Monthly Plant Sales Table
· Kay Veech’s Drawing Items Tables
· Mary Kay Ellis’s Flower Show School Sign Up
· Deana Robert’s WAFA trip to Boston
· Bunnye Baldwin’s District IV Convention Sign Up
· Guyneth Priem’s VA Chapel Sign Up
· Linda Kuper’s Flower Show Design Sign Up
· Enell Cooper has tickets to the December Luncheon
· Ann Nette Pearce’s Seeds for Life drop off

· Mary Lou Hakansson’s Daffodil bulbs sale
Betty followed with the first business in order for the day, inviting Mickey Sander to give the Thought for the Day followed by the Pledge to the Flag.

Betty thanked our hostesses for the day, beginning with Janie Vance, Hospitality Vice-President, and then Bonnie Steidley, Zone 5 Chairman.  Bonnie thanked her clubs that had participated in furnishing the refreshments, and asked representatives from each club to stand and be acknowledged as she reported on a few activities from each club.

The next business was the introduction of guests, beginning with Loraine Kuehn, District IV Director.  This was followed by 2 members introducing three guests that were in attendance.

Betty Jean Collier, Jonni Almoney and Nell Shimeck were appointed to approve the minutes of this meeting.

Daphne Light, Secretary, reported that the committee nominated in September to approve the minutes had done so.

Treasurer Bunnye Baldwin gave the financial report.  There were no questions and the report will be filed for audit.

There were no objections to changing the order of business and allowing the program to begin.   Programs Christine Morrison introduced our speaker, Dan Phillip, Proprietor of Phoenix Commotion and the restorer of “The Bone House”.  Dan Phillips, a homebuilder from Huntsville, presented a fascinating slide show sharing his use of recycled materials.

Betty reminded the Nominating Committee that a slate of officers is due to be presented at the December meeting, and will be voted on in January.  The chairman is Pat Spiller, and the members are Corrie Ten-Have, Jody Rogers, Diane Whitaker (from the board) and Barbara Cox, Loraine Kuehn and Ginnie Russell (from membership).

Betty acknowledged the seven Past Presidents of HFGC present at the meeting..

Reports of officers and chairman:

· Budget and Finance Deana Roberts reminded the club presidents to fill out the form stating what their clubs will be donating to the HFGC auction and drawing.  Last year there were too many donations that were not expected and she had not allowed enough space to accommodate the late arrivals. Texas Garden Clubs is sponsoring the trip to WAFA in Boston, and she had brochures.  All the names of those that had signed up for the Painted Churches were read out to make sure no one had inadvertently been left off. The bus leaves the Garden Center at 7:45 on the 13th of October.  Lastly, October 5 – 6, 2011 is the date for the trip to Fredericksburg to see SJ Derby’s designs.  The trip is limited to 40 people.

· Membership Mary Kay Ellis is also Flower Show School III Chairman for HAFSJ. She presented the “deal of the day”.  Anyone signing up for FSS III today will be seated at the luncheon table with the instructors. The dates are Oct 26, 27 and 28.

· Education Pat Spiller brought up to the podium two examples of the beautiful snowflakes that will be made at Nancy’s Ayres workshop following today’s meeting.  Next month’s workshop will be Ann Nette Pearce’s “Miniatures:  A Learning Experience”.  Pat has sign up sheets for both workshops.

· Recording Secretary Daphne Light is also Directory Editor.  Daphne asked that all the zone counselors check back at the end of the meeting to see if any of their clubs still had not picked up their yearbooks.  One copy should be mailed to each club that has not yet done so.

· Corresponding Secretary Etta Guillot noted that in order to receive the reduced rate for bulk mail postage there is a minimum number of newsletters that must be mailed.  To accomplish this goal, there are some people receiving more than one newsletter.

· Flower Show Chairman Corrie Ten-Have noted that there were still 10 spaces open to be filled for the Nov 20 Show.

· VA Chapel Flowers Chairman Guyneth Priem brought the sign up book. 

· Scholarship Chairman Margaret Sinclair reminded everyone last year we gave two scholarships totaling $3,000.00.  We would like to do the same this year.  Please ask your clubs to submit applicants.  These checks are written directly to the schools, not to the applicants.

· District IV Convention Bunnye Baldwin introduced her co-chair Kaye Corey.  The convention will be held October 25th at the Garden Center.  There will be a craft workshop and a propagation workshop.  The program will be members of Designing Women interpreting various paintings by Guiseppi Arcimboldo.   Any one interested in attending should fill out the form and write a check for $25.00, which includes lunch provided by Heritage Gardeners.

The next business in order was the recommendation from the September Board of Director’s meeting concerning the TGC proposal to raise the member dues.  Recording Secretary Daphne Light read the following: 

“The Board of Directors recommends that HFGC send a letter to Jacki Simmers President of Texas Garden Clubs protesting the raising of dues to TGC from $5 to $7 per member, effective June 1, 2011.”  “Madame President I move the adoption of this recommendation”

Betty explained the reasons behind this recommendation.  TGC presented a budgetary deficit of $14,000 at the Spring Convention.  Upon the board’s recommendation and a vote of the body present, a CD for $25,000 was to be closed out and deposited in the General Operation Fund.  At the same time they adopted other measures aimed at addressing the problems of the budget. One was to raise the individual member’s dues from $5 to $7 per member each club would pay to TGC effective June 2011.  Another was to ask each member club and/or individual members to make a one time voluntary donation of $20 (or more) to the General Operating Fund, designated “Office Expense” to help defray the upcoming budget deficit”. It was also agreed to publish a three year calendar and to sponsor a trip to Boston WAFA meeting this coming summer.  Betty wrote a letter in July to Jacki Simmers strongly protesting the $2 raise per member. There has been no response to date. 

Following a discussion, Guyneth Priem, who is on the Finance Committee of  TGC, came up to give the rationale behind the raising of the dues.  First is the upkeep and operation of the Headquarters building of TGC, and second the printing in color of the Lone Star Gardener.”  She then noted that she had voted nay on this proposal at the Convention. From the floor member clubs were encouraged to also write letters of protest.  

The recommendation was put to vote, the recommendation carried and a letter of protest will be mailed to TGC.

The next business in order was the presentation of the Monthly Educational Exhibits.

· Betty Jean Collier presented the Design exhibitors Jeniver Lauran, Deana Roberts and Vada DeJongh. They each reported on their interpretations of “Designing with Found Objects”.

· Mary Lou Hakansson and Sherrie Steiger presented the Plant Exhibits.  Irene Pawlowski was also asked to come up and describe the various collections that she brought to the meeting.  Irene noted that salvia will tickle and discourage deer if planted right next any plant that deer are prone to eat.

Kay Veech followed with the Drawing items.

Registration Etta Guillot (filling in for Ann Stiefel) reported there were 32 board members, 44 regular members, 6 guests for a total of 82 present at the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 pm
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