HOUSTON FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS
MONTHLY MEETING

HOUSTON GARDEN CENTER AUDITORIUM

September 11, 2009

President Betty Schoolar called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m., welcoming everyone to the first meeting of the garden club year and recognized both the guests and Loraine Kuehn, District IV Director.

Betty thanked Janie Vance, Hospitality Chairman and Mary Vacek, Zone 7 Counselor for arranging the splendid morning coffee.  Mary introduced the clubs that participated, noting what a pleasure it was to work with her zone members.
Before Mickey Sanders gave the thought for the day, and led the assembly in the pledge to the Flag, she revealed that there will be a recurrent theme through out the year, and everyone paying attention will have a chance to win a prize at the May meeting.
The next business was the appointment of Mary Kay Ellis, Liz Gibbs and Beth Campbell to the committee to approve the minutes of the meeting.  There was no objection.

Daphne Light, Recording Secretary reported that the minutes of the May meeting have been approved, and from now on, the minutes will be posted on our website, minus the financial report.

There were no questions and Treasurer Bunnye Baldwin’s report will be filed for audit.

Betty then gave a quick overview of the different areas in the auditorium, pointing out the changes that include: 
Projects and Activities Corner:  Sign up for trips, workshops or flower show school.
Special Information Table: included 1960’s era memorabilia donated by daughter of Mrs. Lorraine


Lindsay, and Betty’s scrapbook from her first term as President of HFGC.

New Bulletin Board:  a place to post member club events and written announcements.
“Things and Such”:  sales table along with the tables where plants, calendars, and chances on drawing items are for sale.
Please log on to our website for the same information available in our monthly newsletter, or sign up as an individual member for $10.00 with Mary Kay Ellis and Etta Guillot will be happy to put you on her mailing list.

Christine Morrison introduced our guest speaker Susanne Theis who gave a lovely, informative, inspiring slide presentation into the Making of Discovery Green Park.  This new 12 acre park is located immediately west of the George R. Brown Convention Center, a section of downtown Houston that at the beginning of the last century was a thriving neighborhood.  Two of the original houses and a double row of Live Oak trees have survived and are thriving in their new environmentally responsible surroundings, thanks to our Mayor Bill White and the members of the Conservancy. 
Christine thanked the speaker and announced that next month we will have LaVerl Daily’s design program “Prepare Yourself for the Unusual”.
Mary Kay reported on the new memberships, Olde Tower Oaks Garden Club and four new individuals along with the new start up of a new affiliate, Houston Urban Gardeners.
Deana Roberts announced the fundraising trips planned for this year.  First is the December 1 – 2 trip to Rockport to see the whooping cranes, then the weeklong trip to Costa Rica Jan 31 through February 7.

Pat Spiller reminded members to sign up for the October workshop given by Shiril Manes “Understand Growing Begonias from Seed”
Mary Kay then gave a spirited sales pitch for flower show school 

Daphne read the Bylaws Amendment change:

Article XVI – Zones, Section 1 “Houston Federation of Garden Clubs….. shall have seven Zones, as follows:  Zone 1, Zone 2, Zone 3, Zone 4, Zone 5, Zone 6, Zone 7.”  The rational was the deletion of Zone 1 consisting of affiliate clubs, the redistribution of the affiliate clubs among the remaining zones, and the renumbering of the Zones.

Betty then asked all the past presidents of Houston Federation of Garden Clubs to stand and be recognized and receive their gift of coffee mugs.  This was followed by all the club presidents lining up and introducing themselves and the clubs they represent, and receiving the same gift.  There were 37 club presidents in attendance.

Betty Jean Collier introduced the designers, Sue Perry, Mary Jo Busse and Mary Hall, who in turn gave descriptions of their Design Exhibits.  All the Designs were restricted to fresh green material.

Sherrie Stieger presented the Horticulture Exhibits, assisted by Mary Lou Hakansson (who also passed around the daffodil order purchase sheets) and Nancy Ayres.
Kay Veech conducted the drawing of prizes.
The meeting adjourned at 12:20.

Ann Steifel, Registration Chairman reported we had 134 members and 4 guests present at this meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Daphne Light 

