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Happy New Year to all, 
Our tree planting on Friday in celebration of Arbor Day was 
truly moving, we planted a Cedar Tree native to Texas on 
the grounds of the VA Hospital at the Fisher House and 
affixed a plaque commemorating the planting.  I am happy 
to report that the tree we planted last year on Arbor Day 
made it through our drought this summer.  This is a 
wonderful joint effort between Houston Federation of 
Garden Clubs, District IV, Far Corners Garden Study Club 
and the DAR.  Ann Gay is the chairman and as usual she 
does a wonderful job in creating a meaningful ritual that 
we can feel proud to be part of. I am happy to report that 
the Houston Federation of Garden Clubs has voted to host 
the 2013 Fall State Convention and as the time becomes 
nearer you will hear more about this event and you will be 
called upon to help. 
 

If you missed our January meeting you missed out on the 
chance to personally meet the new CEO and President of 
ǘƘŜ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΧΧΧ¸ŜǎΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
visionary and I have great expectations that we will be 
breaking ground in 2013.  His name is Jeff Ross and he 
asked for the support of all the garden clubs.  He would 
like to personally make a presentation to your club, so 
keep this in mind as you are making plans for speakers and 
programs for coming months.  
   

Another piece of interesting news is that the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo is sponsoring Adult Horticulture 
Competitions with big prize money.  If you are interested 
and would like more information contact Elizabeth Greer, 
Executive Director, Exhibits and Attractions, 832.667.1103 
or Julie Beken, Manager Attractions, 832.667.1068. 
 

Houston Federation of Garden Clubs will be taking a group 
 

to Galveston to see the Statue Trees in Galveston and to 
visit the new gardens at the Moody Gardens Rain Forest 
Pyramid. Date is April 5th and the price is just $60 which 
includes lunch, your coach transportation from Houston 
Garden Center, you own personal guide and tip to the 
driver.  Mark the date.  By the way if you live south along 

the 45 route, contact us and we can make arrangements to 
pick you up and drop you off along the way.  
 

Guyneth Priem is taking a group of ladies to judge a flower 
show in Panama in September however, the big attractions 
will be the Gamboa Rain Forest, a partial crossing of the 
Panama Canal and visits to some special gardens.  Panama 
and the Canal are on the bucket list of 1000 places to visit 
before you leave this world. The date is Sep 1 ς 7, 2012 
and the price is $2699. Totally inclusive (except for a few 
lunches) your airfare, meals, first class hotels, lots of fun 
and exciting sightseeing and this will be another Texas 
Garden Club Adventure. Call Gwyneth Priem, 713-554-
5831 for a brochure and to reserve your space, there are 
only a few left. 
 

February 10 is the date of our next meeting and our 
program will be Painting with Paper an Ancient Technique 
Made New, presented by Barbara Hermer. Suzanne 
Milstead is teaching (those who sign up for her class) how 
to make Hypertoufa pots for the spring garden. Call Corrie 
ten-Have or email her Corrie@fetterly.com if you would 
like to attend this class immediately after the regular 
meeting. 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƛǎ ƛƴ ½ƻƴŜ рΣ tŀǘ {ǇƛƭƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŜƭ 
Babb will be contacting you for refreshments and things to 
sell at the Ticket Sales Table for the February meeting.  We 
need plant cuttings to sell at Houston Federation meeting, 
please bring them in and place them with Sandra Rigsby 
and her team at the back corner table to the right of the 
stage.   See you in February.  
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In the Garden with Toads  
February, 2012 

 

Right after the big rainstorm in early January, I was in the 
back garden cleaning up storm debris. When I reached 
down to retrieve a small branch that was lodged against 
the fence, my fingers brushed against something in the 
soil that was squashy. I jerked back quickly when I saw 
that it was the head of some live creature, something 
whose head was mottled brown and tan. It was barely 
poking up out of a hole under the fence, and I was sure 
that I had found a snake. That terrified me momentarily 
because the only snakes that color in Texas are 
venomous, like rattlesnakes and copperheads. When it 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊǳǎƘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƘƻƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƳŜΣ L ŘǊŜǿ ǳǇ Ƴȅ 
courage and got down closer so I could investigate. It was 
a toad, and it probably had been driven up from further 
underground by its burrow filling with water. 
 
A search online revealed that I had probably come upon a 
common toad, Bufo Woodhousei. There are seventeen 
species of toads north of Mexico, but the common toad is 
by far the most abundant in central and eastern regions 
of the United States. If you remember elementary school 
science class, you know that toads are amphibious 
creatures, starting life in the water but transforming into 
terrestrial animals as adults. Toads breed and lay their 
eggs in the water, as long strings of eggs encased in jelly. 
The development time of the eggs will range from days to 
weeks, depending on the warmth of the water; if the 
water is sufficiently warm, there could be tadpoles in as 
little as a week, and usually there will be hordes of them 
because a typical female toad can lay hundreds of eggs in 
one breeding cycle. Furthermore, since toads tend to 
congregate in their breeding pools, which can be merely a 
temporary puddle left by a rainstorm, there could be 
thousands of tadpoles scrambling to survive in the same 
small body of water. 
  
Tadpoles could be considered toad larvae; their fate in 
life is to change into toads, which they do starting almost 
immediately. At first, a tadpole will have a large head that 
merges into a flattened tail that whips side to side to 
move him around in the water in search of food: algae, 
bacteria, and other near-microscopic materials in the 
water. Then as the tadpole grows, he will develop little 
legs; while he is a toadlet, the metamorphosing animal  
 

will keep his tail, but soon it will disappear, and the 
miniature toad will be eager to emerge from the water 
and start eating bugs of all descriptions. One website I 
ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƻŀŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴȅ moving 
object of the right size. However, some preys are 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŘƛǎǘŀǎǘŜŦǳƭ ōȅ ǘƻŀŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŀǘ ƻǳǘΦέ Lǘ ƛǎ 
curious to note that tadpoles are herbivores, but adult 
toads are exclusively carnivores. 
Even though toads live their adult lives mostly out of 
water except for periods of breeding, they prefer damp 
places. They will stay under logs or bushes or even 
burrowed into the ground, and they spend their days out 
of the sun to avoid predators and to lessen the chance of 
dehydration. If a toad is attacked by a predator, he has a 
good defense system built into his head. Glands on each 
ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǘƻŀŘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŜ ǘƻȄƛŎ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
can help dissuade a raccoon or other mammal from 
eating it, either by poisoning the attacker or at least 
leaving a really unpleasant taste in his mouth. 
 
We have a respectable number of toads in our garden 
because we have a fountain with a small pool under it 
that provides a breeding place. During the warm summer 
months, and particularly after a rain, there can be six or 
more gentleman toads swimming around the base of the 
fountain, trilling their mating calls throughout the night in 
hopes of luring females to join them. 
Unfortunately, nationwide the toad population is in sharp 
decline because of habitat loss. As humans continue to 
drain wetlands to build strip malls and subdivide land 
that was previously farmland, there are fewer and fewer 
places where toads can flourish. If we as gardeners can 
supply them with safe havens, stocked with tasty insects 
that are free of pesticides, we can help insure the survival 
of their species. 
 
Jonni Almoney 
JonniAlmoney@aol.com 

Most of the factual information above, including the 
quoted material in paragraph three, came from 
http://science.jrank.org, which I found by entering the 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ǘƻŀŘǎΩΦ 
 

 
 

  

 

 



 

Page 3                            Houston Federation of Garden Clubs Newsletter                       February 2011 
 

                                            Happy Valentines 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       WhatĄs Happening at Federation 
 

 
 

 
 

HOSTESS REMINDER 
 

February 10, HFGC Meeting 
ZONE 5 COUNSELORS 

Mel Babb, 713-981-5641 
Lazy Daisy Garden Club 

Sugar Creek Garden Club 
Bouquettes Garden Club 

Cabildo Garden Club 

 
Crestwood Garden Club 

Lake Olympia Garden Club 
New Century Garden Club 

Greater Houston Amaryllis Club 
Bromeliad Society of Houston 

Harris County Master Gardeners 
 

 

Editorial Staff 
 

President Deana Roberts 
9306 Bonhomme Rd., Houston, TX      
77074-6616 
Phone: 713-777-7103h, 713-819-3944c 
Email:  robertsdeana@aol.com 
 
Treasurer Marcia Faschingbauer 
2033 Albans Road, Houston, TX 77005-
1642 
Phone: 713-523-7718h, 713-832-723-
8928c 
Email: mhfaschingbauer@excargo.com 
 
Recording Secretary Linda Kuper 
8 Rain Hollow Pl., Houston, TX 77024- 
4307 
Phone: 713-467-8281 
Email: kuperfamily@yahoo.com 
 
Corresponding Secretary, Newsletter 
Editor 
Vada de Jongh 
124 E. Larkspur Dr. Alvin, TX 77511-5214 
Phone: 281-331-4911h, 713-816-1635c 
Email: vdejongh@comcast.net 

  

 
 

 

February Federation 

Meeting 
 

You will not want to miss this 
unusual program!! 
    "Painting with Paper: An Ancient 
Technique Made New." 
    Artist Barbara Harmer will 
demonstrate the technique of  
"Chigirie" to create "paintings" 
using pieces of Japanese paper. 
 

Betty Schoolar 
 

 

Galveston Island Trip  
to view Ike Tree 

Sculptures  
 

The trip to see the Ike Tree 
Sculptures will happen on 
Thursday, April 5th.  We will 
leave the Garden Center at 9am 
and travel to Galveston to view 
the sculptures and walk along 
these lovely streets in the 
historic district of Galveston.  
Then we will go to Moody 
Gardens for a lunch at the Cafe 
and follow up with a tour of the 
Rain Forest Pyramid.  We will 
return to the Garden Center by 
4pm.  The cost of this 
wonderful day will be $60 with 
$25 of the price being a 
donation to Federation.  Your 
ride, your lunch and your 
entrance fee for the pyramid 
are all included, so put this date 
on your calendar and come to 
the February meeting and sign 
up.  I can't wait to show you my 
beloved home town. 
 

Linda Kuper 
 

 

  

 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ  

HYPERTAUFA POTS 
(a light weight concrete 

substitute) 
 

February 10th 2012 
(immediately after the regular 

Federation meeting) 
This workshop will be held in the 

main auditorium to 
accommodate more participants 

COST:  $10:00 
 

Please Bring:   a container/bowl 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ мнέ-мпέ ƛƴ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ 

ŀƴŘ сέ-уέ ǘŀƭƭΦ 
(Or some combination of these 

measurements) 
You will be given enough mixture 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛȊŜ άǇƻǘέ 
Also, bring an apron or other 

protective clothing. 
 

The committee will supply:   
the mixture, gloves, face mask, 

water, etc., and complete history 
and instructions. 

There will be a Power Point 
presentation to explain what 
Hypertaufa is, which will be 

presented by Suzanne Milstead. 
Questions:  Corrie Ten-Have 713-
787-5149 or cell 713-817-7650 

 

Calendar of Events 
February 

10
th

 HFGC General Meeting 9:30 am 

Program: άtŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǇŜǊΥ 
An Ancient Technique 

Made NewΦέ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ IŀǊƳŜǊ 
Workshop: άIȅǇŜǊǘƻǳŦŀ tƻǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴέ 
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Ikebana Demonstration 
by Ingrid Luders  

 

A fabulous floral art Demonstration 
by the Grand Master of the Ohara 
school of Ikebana, Ingrid Luders on 
MARCH 18 (Sunday) at 2 P.M. at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Free 
and open to all with Museum 
admission. A reception following the 
demonstration. There will also 
be a workshop for anyone 
interested on Friday, March 16 at 10 
A.M. at the Garden center. To sign 
up, please call Molly Rose at 713-
854-2803 or mojorose71@gmail.com 
or Sushila Mathew at 713-932-8510 
or bcrowe50@gmail.com . Come and 
be inspired! 
 

 

February 4, 2012 ɀ Saturday  
with the Master Gardeners  

 

The general public and Master 
Gardeners are invited to participate 
ƛƴ ŀ άIŀƴŘǎ-on Rose Pruning and 
¢ǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ  .ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
pruners and gloves and learn how to 
care for your roses.  Master 
Gardeners and Rose Rustlers will 
provide training.  Rose Pruning 
training will be from 9:00-10:30 a.m.  
tŀǊƪ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳŘ hΩ{ƘƛŜƭŜǎ 
Community Center located at 1330 
Band Road, Rosenberg, 77471.  281-
341-7068 or www.fbmg.com for 
more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Houston Rose Society  
 

Free Annual Pruning Demonstrations 
Thursday, February 9th at 7:30 pm at 
the Garden Center in Hermann Park, 
1515 Hermann Park Drive, Houston, 
Texas. Expert Rosarians with the 
Houston Rose Society will 
demonstrate pruning techniques on 
actual bushes of all types of 
roses.  Tables are placed so all can 
get a close-up view.  Questions are 
encouraged.  Added bonus: all 
pruned bushes will be given away as 
door prizes; obtain free raffle ticket 
upon arrival to be eligible.  Free 
Admission.  
Mary  Bahn 713-623-0200 
 

 

 

Memorial  NW 

Ladybugs   Plant Sale and 

Garage Sale  

 

Memorial NW Ladybugs will be 
having their annual Plants and 
Garage Sale on March 31

st
 at the 

home of Maggie Houck, 17610 Pine 
Thistle Court, Spring, Tx., 77379.   All 
are welcome.           Gloria Hemeyer 
 

 

The Nancy S. Thomas 
Horticulture Lecture  

Sponsored by The Garden Club of 
Houston  

 

SPEAKER:  ANTONIA 
ADEZIO  

President, The Garden 
Conservancy 

 

February 8, Wednesday  
10:00 a.m.  

 

Bagby Hall, St. Martin's 
Episcopal Church, Houston  

717 Sage @ Woodway, just west of 
Loop 610 W 

Open to the public, Free of 
charge  

 

 

 

SAFD February Meeting 
 

Society for the Advancement of Floral 
Design (SAFD) will hold its February 2012 
meeting on Tuesday, February 21. 2012 at 
the Cypress Creek Christian Community 
Center (The Forum) located at 6823 
Cypresswood Drive, Spring, Texas 77379.  
Refreshments will be served at 6:30 pm 
with the meeting to start promptly at 7:00 
pm. 
 

At the Feb. 21 General Meeting, several 
talented members will showcase their 
ingenious Table Top ideas. It will be just 
enough to get your creative juices running 
for the upcoming Table Top.   The actual 
breathtaking, fundraising event will be on 
Thurs. April 26 at the Northgate Country 
Club so mark your calendars  You won't 
want to miss it.  
 

For further information, please  contact 
Cissy Antona at 281-376-4955 or visit our 
website at www.safdhouston.org       
Cissy Antona  ricka@cdshouston.com 

 

Kingwood Garden Club Presents 
 

GardenScapes April 20- 
22, 2012 

 

A Home and Garden Tour in the  
Forest 

 

Plus a Huge Plant Sale of plants 
from our members' yard 

 

Fri. and Sat. 10 till 4.  Sun. 12 noon till 4 
$15 Advance Tickets, $18 during the tour 

$5 single home, under 12 free 
 

Tickets: Purchase from members, 
local merchants, or to receive 

tickets by mail: please send checks 
before April 10th to KGC 

GardenScapes, PO Box 5048, 
Kingwood, TX 77325 

More information is at 
kingwoodgardenclub.org or for 

questions contact us at 
gardenscapes2012@gmail.com 

Thank you for your support, 
Betty Scott and Jan Romeis 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 


